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                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

January 15, 2021 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
We wish all of you a wonderful three day weekend. Let us not forget the reason for the extra day - Martin Luther                       
King Jr. Students discussed Martin Luther King’s work this week. Please take a moment to ask them what they                   
know and understand about his work.  What will they do to continue his work in 2021? 
 
All families received a letter this past week outlining our plan to ensure that our students are receiving 35 hours of                     
live instruction over a two week time period as required by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and                 
Secondary Education. This plan will take effect on Tuesday, January 19th. We have included the continuously                
developing plan for the additional 35 minute instructional block that will take place on Wednesdays with this                 
edition of the Cole Miners’ Dig. We’ll update it each week. Please know that our intention has been, and will                    
continue to be, to engage our students in meaningful learning and to provide the high level of instruction that our                    
community members have come to expect from our school. The lessons we have scheduled for Wednesdays                
include instruction that we would have typically included in a “normal” year. We are excited to be able to include it                     
now. Teachers will also include the links and plan in their Weekly Learning Plans. Please let me know if you                    
have any questions. 
 
At Monday Night’s School Committee meeting, some parents expressed concern about what happens to students               
when they are quarantining. I wanted to take a moment to review what students at the elementary level should                   
do/expect if they are quarantining. Students should participate in remote specialists and remote Wednesday              
sessions. They should also access and complete any work in Schoology or on their At Home Learning Plans.                  
Parents can also pick up/drop off work on the table outside of the school once arrangements have been made                   
with the classroom teacher. In addition, teachers will check in virtually with quarantining students on Wednesday                
or another mutually convenient time.  Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions. 
 
As we approach February vacation, we hope that families choose to enjoy a well deserved staycation here in                  
Norwell with their immediate family. However, we do realize that families may opt to travel. Children typically                 
want to share their adventures upon their return to school. With that, please share any travel plans with your                   
child’s teacher and follow the travel guidelines. We appreciate the transparency and thank you all for helping to                  
keep us safe. 
 
We have noticed an uptick in playground use during school hours by community members. Playgrounds and                
fields are not accessible during school hours. If you are visiting the school grounds after school hours, please be                   
sure to wear a mask and remain socially distant. 



 

 
If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email               
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support. Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are              
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider                    
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Newsletter Notice for Pre School 2021-2022 
Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2021-2022 Preschool Lottery.              
The Preschools, located at Cole & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 and 4 year olds both with and                    
without disabilities. Community preschoolers serve as peer models for students with disabilities, these students              
should be toilet trained and display developmentally appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and               
play skills. Space is limited. We expect fees to be approximately 2,475/year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week                   
and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 4 afternoons/week). This fee may increase next year. A student who enters                   
the program as a community student is entitled to remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web                   
site www.norwellschools.org and click on Student Services/Early Childhood Education/Preschool Lottery to submit            
a registration form. The registration period is through 1/25/2021. The lottery will be held January 26, 2021. 
 
Norwell Food Services  
January’s Lunch Menu: here  
 
Nurse’s Notes 
The Town of Norwell is currently a Red community on the Massachusetts Town by Town Map of COVID-19 cases.                   
As of yesterday, we have a 6% positive case rate. Your school nurses are working closely with the Norwell Board of                     
Health and public health nurses. We are working collaboratively to keep Norwell Public Schools as safe as                 
possible, while still having students and staff in the buildings everyday. We are very lucky to be hybrid currently,                   
and I thank you families for working with us to keep everyone healthy. This is a community effort. Great job! 
 
Some definitions that might be helpful are: 
 

Close Contact - Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes 
or more over a 24-hour period* starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior 
to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated. If there is direct contact, 15 minutes is not needed 
to be Close Contact. This is regardless of masks worn or whether they were inside or outside. 

 
Isolation - separates sick people with a contagious disease from people who are not sick. This means if                  

someone in your household is ill, they should have a separate room and bathroom from the healthy people in the                    
house. Food should be delivered to their room and they should eat alone. Some residences do not allow for                   
households to isolate from the sick individual. This is also very difficult with young children. 

 
Quarantine - separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a contagious disease to                 

see if they become sick. If households cannot isolate themselves from the sick individual, then the whole household                  
should be quarantined. 
 
The CDC says our local public health authorities make the final decisions about how long quarantine should last, 
based on local conditions and needs. Follow the recommendations of your local public health department if you 
need to quarantine. 

CDC continues to endorse quarantine for 14 days and recognizes that any quarantine shorter than 14 days 
balances reduced burden against a small possibility of spreading the virus. 

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org/
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/34/JanElemLunMenu2021.pdf


 

 

At the current time, Norwell Public Schools will continue with current quarantine protocols listed in the handbook 
and online.  When the numbers decline, metrics decrease and in collaboration with the Board of Health and 
Norwell Public Schools, we will notify you of any new changes to the protocols. 

Remind your students of the importance of keeping 6 feet apart, wearing their masks and washing their hands upon                   
arrival at school. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to call with any questions or concerns you may have. I am here to help. 
 
Beth MacDougall RN (781)659-8823 prompt #3 elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
 
 
Counselors’ Corner 
*Snow pants are still needed!!* If you have a gently used, clean pair(s) of child-sized 
(sizes 5/6 - 16) snow pants that you’d like to donate, please bring them over to Cole 
School! Clean snow pants can be dropped off in the box outside the main doors. 
Thank you! 
 
Starting today, students in grades K, 2, and 4 will have access to the annual Personal 
Safety lesson through Schoology. This lesson about sexual abuse prevention is part of 
the Norwell Guidance Curriculum, and is, of course, developmentally appropriate. K students can access it through 
the Schoology course “SEL K-2,” and 2nd and 4th graders can find it posted in the courses “SEL Grade 2” and 
“SEL Grade 4,” respectively. All parents/guardians in those grades received an email with more information. Please 
reach out to Mrs. Walsh anne.walsh@norwellschools.org with any questions.  
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh continue on Mondays (except holidays). Email 
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org if you need the log-in information. 
 
Resource of the Week - After the events at the Capitol, you may be looking for ways to address the ongoing 
situation with your children. Here’s a great resource from MGH’s Clay Center for Young Healthy Minds: Support 
Kids and Teens Following the Riot In Our Capitol 
 
 
 
Art Room News 

 
Hello Parents and Guardians,  
This is just a friendly reminder to make sure your child is putting their art supplies they receive 
from school in a safe place.  I am hearing a lot about projects being misplaced or lost.  Also, 
please remember to check in on their supplies.  This is about the time that supplies will be 
running out.  I have been sending home supplies for those who need them.  Thank you for 
everything you have been doing to make art a smooth transition.  
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Music Room News 
 

 
 



 

 
PTO News 

We understand that these are trying times and as a result, have decreased our Student Dues 
Campaign from $60 per student to $30 per student.  Please contribute what your means allow.  For 
some, this may be the previous year’s Dues of $60, and for others, this could be the need to forgo 
dues this year.  Either way, we truly appreciate your consideration.  For those able to contribute, you 
can send to school cash or check made payable to Cole PTO or pay via Venmo @Cole School-PTO. 
If you are paying via Venmo, please note your student's name(s) in the "What's It for?" space.  
 

Community News    
Believe it or not, softball season is right around the corner.  There is still time to register your daughter for the 
2020 Spring Season. Please visit our website at www.norwellgirlssoftball.com and follow the link to our registration 
page.  
  
The registration fee is $175 for grades 3-8.  If you register before March 15th there is a $25 discount applied when 
you check out.  The fee for K-2 is $75 with no early registration discount.  Additionally, a $50 discount will be 
automatically applied for the third or fourth child registered in the grade 3-8 divisions. Registration will be closing 
on March 25th - as we will need to establish teams and provide the roster information to the league. Once the 
season starts, expect two games per week and one practice in terms of time commitment.  
We appreciate your continued support and hope to see you in the spring. 
  
Thank you! 
Brendan Murphy 
Norwell Girls Softball • P.O. Box 5182 • Norwell, MA 
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